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The Artists’ Club 


Тһе Sketch Club is an organization of artists and students of art which has been in existence in the 
city for а good many years, though part of the time it has languished. It was revived a few years ago and has 
held meetings for study quite regularly under the instruction of Mr. Schwabe, with models. It has been a serious 
working organization. The members have recently come to the conclusion that with the Sketch Club as a 
beginning an organization of wider scope might well be formed. This broader organization could, through its 
student members, carry on the study of art, and through all its members promote by exhibitions and by other 
means an appreciation of art in our city. In accordance with this idea they have revised their constitution and 
changed their пате. 

Тһе new name is “Тһе Artists’ Club”. The business affairs of the club are to be in the hands of a 
Board of Control. The present Board of Control and list of present members are given on the slip herewith. 
There аге to be three classes of members: student, associate and sustaining. The student members are to 
be elected only by other student members under certain proper restrictions, and are to carry on their study 


organization much as they do now. The iate and are to be elected by the Board of 
Control and with the students are to form a society, The Artists’ Club, for the promotion of interest in Art in Newark. 
Those who are i d in this ization wish to add to its members men and women of 


influence in the community known to be in sympathy with its objects. Not until the organization is well on its 
feet do they wish to undertake any work or to attempt to give through the public press any erroneous impressions 
as to its purpose and importance. They hope to build up slowly and carefully an organization which in due course 
shall by virtue of its strength have influence in the right direction in the community. 

The fees are, for student members $5 per year; for associate members $1 per year; and for sustaining 4 
members, 910 per year. 

If you approve of the general idea and the general policy of this movement will you not say so in a note 
addressed to the President, Mr. Samuel Clark, Day, Clark (A Co., 32 Marshall St., even if you do not wish to join 2 

Of course, if you do care to join it would very much please those who have the matter in hand. 
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ir, ‚David MoClure, 
847 Broad St., њу, 


Dear ur lioGlure: 
1 find yours, saying Т am now a momber ог the 8 


Club here on my return, Thank you and tho club vary much. 


— 4 - 
I accept with pleasure, but with the understanding I oan give 


time to the club only oscasionly. Т thinx you realizo tho situation. 


Чогу truly yours, 
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Comtributors to Artists! Club Exhibition. 
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The Artists Club of Newark held its first annual meeting 
in the Art Gallery of the Free Public Library last evening. The 
President, Mr. Samuel Clark was in the chair. The report of the 
Secretary said the Sketch Club last spring decided to change 
its constitution, broadening it so that the organization could 
include other than абай artists and students, and decided to adopt 
the name Artists Club. The Secretary's report also shows that since 
last May the new organization the Artists Club has secured over 
300 members. Of these about 35 are student members paying $5. 
per year. About 50 are sustaining members paying $10. per year. 
The others are associate members at #1. per year. The report 
of the treasurer shows that the studio of the club at No.12 Market 
St. has been properly lighted and decorated in a simple but 
appropriate way and trat in spite of the necessarily large expenses 
beginning the new and larger organization, the balance in the 
treasury at the beginning of the new year is about $400. 

President Clark outlined briefly the object for which the 
club has been organized, They may be briefly stated as follows: 
1. Maintenance of art classes. At present only one studio class 
holds a meeting each week with a model. Applications have been made 
for а class for women, and those inierested are urged to write at 
once to President Clark of Day Clark and Co. It is possible that 
а class for women artists in the afternoon or evening will soon be 
established with such an instructor as the students may agree 
upon. 


2. Another object of the club is to secure lecturers of national 


-2- 
standing to address the members and their friends а few times 
in the course of the year. 
5. The club hopes to be able before long to acquire by gift or 
purchase a collection of art objects, beginning perhaps with 
paintings. These it is the purpose of the club to place for 
the present in some appropriate building where that can readily 
be seen, perhaps the public library. 
4. The Club realizes that one of the greatest needs of Newark 
on art lines is a collection of objects of industrial art, and this 
it will in due time endeavor by purchase or gift to place where 
it can be used by artists and artisans in our city. 
5. An art institute with an art building which shall include 
a museum of art, a gallery of paintings and a school of art 
suited to the needs of Newark is а remoteaposnihility 


for the Artists Club to permit themselves to think it tbe 


Neyertheless this is one of the things.that Newark should nave, teu, 
Many other cities of relatively less wealth have secured for 
thenselves largely by private gift beautiful museums or art 
with accompanying schools. There is no reason why Newark should 
not have such an institution. 

The Artists Club is already the largest organization 
of its kind that has been established in the city. It has for 
the present no unduly ambitious plans . It will continue 
its work on very conservative lines, The meeting of last evening 
showed that if it is managed in the wau outlined, as it 
undoubtedly will be, it gives greater promise of accomplishing 


good results that has any kindred organization in our city. 


= \ 
ЖЕК ae (Сору) LA 450 


Ladies and Gentlemen: Members and freinds of the Artist's Club: 

While the people of our City, have always been interest- 
ed in art, in very many of its branches, there has never been an 
incorporated organization, whose purpose has been tha developement 
of home talent, the advancement of art in general, and the accumu- 
lation of Art treasures. 

There are and have been many classes in Drawing, Painting, 
Designing and Decorating, and our Public schools, private clubs, 
and Associations, have done very much good work. 

A number of Societies have been formed for the Exhibi- 
tion, and sale of paintings and art works, for personal gain. 

One or two associations have had in view the promotion 
of art, by Art Loan Exhibitions 

So this seems to be the first organization formed for the 
work of a Fine Art Society; i.e. encouraging and developing home 
talent, gathering treasures for permanent collections, holding Loan 
Exhibitions, Joint Exhibits - for the general uplift and promotion 
of Art in our City. 


This small beginning we hope will have a great future. 


Samuel Clark, 
President. 


Oct. 31, 1907. 
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NEW ARK LIBRARY” 
A Brief History of Art in Newark, 

Nearly a score of years ago, a party of gentlemen inter- 
ested in Art, came together and organized a club for the pur- 
pose of art work and study. There were five members and they 
met at the residence of our artist friend, Mr.Afigust Schwabe. 
Later, a few more artist members were added and the enlarged 
membership of ten or twelve assembled weekly at Cort's Hall, 
on South Orange Avenue. After a few months, it was 
found that the meeting place was inadequate for the member- 
ship, which had gradually increased, numbering at that time 
about twenty members, all active practical workers. A larger 
and more ana located place of meeting was found and 
there a formal name was decided upon and a constitution 
end bye-laws adopted. The Newark Sketch Club was thus born. 

In the course of a year, the popularity of the Sketch 
Club had extended and the membership had grown so materially 
that more fitting and much larger quarters were required for 
the club's accommodation. It was then that the Sketch Club 
furnished its spacious attic rooms at Two Twenty Two Market 
Street and hung out, its symbol over the door. Zealous and 
industrious was the spirit of the club and much creditable 
work was done. The club held a number of public exhibitions 
which were largely attended, principally. by the artibt's 
friends. Receptions and Smokers were of frequent occurrence 
at this time and the result was a decided increase in pop- 
ularity and membership. While the work of Art was still 
carried forward with zeal and profit by the few, it became 


apparent that the club had outgrown its original and essential 
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feature of direot art purpose and had become more especially 
a Bohemian organization and a centre of social character. 

Its patronage was now that of the genial friends of the 
artists rather than that of the pronounced lovers of Art 

for art's sake. As time went on Art was somewhat eclipsed 
by the semi-veudeville smoker,- and the hospitalities of an 
open house in Bohemia ргоуед so attractive that still the 
membership grew. It began now to look as if the whole City 
government, the chief Executive of the state and eventually 
the President of the United States might become enrolled as 
honorary members eligible to all the entertaining functions 
of Bohemia. As it was, Politics, Medicine and the Bar basked 
in the warm sunshine of Art at large, and a genial Bohemianism 
reigned at the alliterative and now famous Two Twenty Twoy- 
but Art and its broader higher purposes languished in the 
delightful but narrow relm of Bohemia. 

The club rooms, as before stated were at Two Twenty Two 
Market Street. At the door there hung an immense molar tooth, 
the symbol of a dentist who occupied the lower floor. I make 
mention of this not to advertise the dentist but to introduce 
a brief poem which was written by one of the members and which 
will give the true character of the Sketch Club at the time 
of its greatest popularity. 

There's an attic in Bohemia up a long back stair, 
There's a pipe and there's a mug and a welcome waiting there 
There's a coterie select and a brotherhood so true 


At the sign of the big tooth at Two Twenty Two. 


There's an odor of tobacco up the long back stair, 


. 


And the fragrant breath of paint hovers unctious on the air, ~ 
There's a lingering last night's atmosphere, a reminiscent clew 


At the sign of the big tooth at Two Twenty Two. 


There's a very free abandonment to unconvention there, 
And a quite delightful chaos of artistic junk and ware., 
There's a vagabondish character apparent through and through 


At the sign of the big tooth at Two Twenty Two. 


There's a round and social table up the long back stair, 
And the devotees Bohemian sit in genial company there, 
There's a merry sweet and happy hour free from fret and stew 


At the sign of the big tooth at Two Twenty Two. 


In the course of a year or two the attic in Bohemia 
was no more. In the midst of the club's delightful atmosphere 
serious art languished and the Newark Sketch Club died. 

Several years later an Art organization known as the 
Art Student's League was born; some of the Sketch Club artists 
being among its members. This organization struggled along 
in the Bohemian spirit. Some drawing, painting, an exhibition 
and a series of time honored smokers marked its career. Being 
finally at the point of death it was thought that the prestege 
of the Sketch Club name might give new life end in 1905 the 
Art STudent's League took the title of the Sketch Club. Still 
the organization failed to realize its hopes and remained a 
club of Ў meagre membership and limited influences - an 
obscure Bohemian group of artists and draughtsmen. Such was 


the result of nearly twenty years struggle in this city to 


establish an art organization. 

The original members of the Sketch Club who had 
gathered in Cort's Hall hed dreamed of greater results. 

They had spoken of a time when out of this small beginning 
would grow an art institution in this city worthy of a whole 
city's pride, endorsement and support, they had looked for- 
ward to a day when the work and influence of such an instit- 
ution would be of broad and civic utility, affording oppor- 
tunity for all to come in touch with art and beauty, an in- 
stitution for the education and uplift of a great community 
in lines of culture and refinement, but no practical combined 
effort had been made toward that end. 

About a year ago the survivors of the Sketch Club 
determined if possible to realize, after approximately twenty 
years comparative failure, something more than an isolated 
Bohemianism, and efforts were put forth to infuse new life 
into a worthy purpose. Those efforts have met with marked 
initial success and tonight this present company and many 
who are not present stand ready to advance the ideal of the 
past and to create an art institution worthy of our city and 
our people 

The city of Newark has a population of approximately 
three hundred thousand. It is a city of many industries, of 
wealth and culture. Its educational departments directly 
touch all lines of influence with one exoeption,- that of 
fine art. We have a magnificent school system, a technical 
school, a school of arts and crafts, University extension, 
and a Library benificent in its breadth of usefulness, but 


we ask for a definite institution of aesthetic culture,- an 


Art Centre,- an organized department of art culture and 
art education where art and the love of art may be studied 
fostered, encouraged and promoted to send forth its benign 
and refining spiritual influences of beauty throughout the 
community. -#е 

Under the title of the Artist's Club and with the 
oo-operation of its members there are promising hopes that 


. Art may have its temple built substantially in our city. 


Perhaps someone may say, - You are seeking to build a 
castle in the air,-Not so, not a castle in the air nor even 
a Bohemian studio of hap-hazard art study and frequent enter- 
tainment but a school - an academy if you like, - practical 
in its serious purposes of work and substantial in its use- 
fulness. 

But all of this is very fine, some may say, but what 
are the practical lines upon which your school is to be 
built? The question is a very reasonable one. Briefly 
then,these are the lines:- 

lst. The establishment of graded classes for the serious 
study of art. 

nd. The establishment of certain courses of public 
lectures upon art. 

3d. The establishment of public exhibitions of the best 
work of the Artist's Club. | 

4th. The establishment of regular exhibitions of the best 
examples of co-temporaneous art. 

5th. The establishment of a permanent collection of 


paintings in this city. 


It is а long look ahead , you say, - well, we have made 
a beginning. Already we have an active student membership 
under skilled instruction and classified as to its work. 
The rest will follow if our friends will help us, - and if 


we work with zeal and hope. 


m. Dardini САЛА. 
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